
 
Breathtaking Yiddish Opera

The critically acclaimed comic 
opera “Pirates of Penzance,” in Yid-
dish, has returned by popular de-
mand March 18 through April 1. The 
crossover off-Broadway hit, which 
was called “a joyous treat” by one re-
viewer, is really a marvel of linguistic 
derring-do.  

This swashbuckling production 
stars Stephen Mo Hanan (Jolson in 
“Jolson & Co.”) as the Major Gen-
eral, as well as Dani Marcus, in her 

off-Broadway debut as Mabel. Man, 
can she sing! The whole production 
is hilarious and interesting, but these 
two stars are breathtaking!

The Yiddish adaptation, 20 years in 
the making, is by Al Grand, a retired 
schoolteacher whose twin passions 
are Yiddish and Gilbert & Sullivan. 
Directed by Allan Lewis Rickman, 
the production is brought to us by The 
National Yiddish Theatre—Folksbi-
ene (a remarkable company, now in 
its 92nd consecutive season). All their 
shows are accessible to non-Yiddish 
speakers through the use of super-
titles—large translation in English 
projected above the screen. 

A NIGHT OUT

March 9–18: Yara Arts Group In 
“Janyl,” La MaMa E.T.C.— World 
Music-Theater piece is based on an 
ancient epic about the struggles of a 
woman warrior in a traditional soci-
ety. Adaptation features movement, 
music, and traditional epic singing. 
74A East Fourth Street La MaMa 
E.T.C. (First Floor Theater) | 212-
475-7710

Saturday, March 10: A Celebration 
of American Composers by New 
York City Master Chorale, Lincoln 
Center’s Alice Tully Hall—New York 
City’s premier Symphonic Chorus 
will perform sacred and secular cho-
ruses and spirituals by the American 
masters, including Samuel Barber, 
Aaron Copland, Randall Thompson, 

and others. The centerpiece of this 
concert will be selections from Leon-
ard Bernstein’s West Side Story and 
Candide. Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully 
Hall | 917-362-1422

Sunday, March 11: Koto and 
Shakuhachi Concert, Society for 
Ethical Culture— Enchanting Mu-
sic—Calm Reflection Japanese Koto 
and Bamboo Flute Yumi Kurosawa 
plays 20-string koto—James Nyor-
aku Schlefer plays shakuhachi. Two 
of New York’s leading performers of 
Japanese instruments come together 
for a concert of music rarely heard in 
this country. 43a W.13th St | 718-499-
7793

CITY OFFERINGS 

Saturday, March 10: New York In-

ternational Children’s Film Festi-
val, GKids Director’s Guild of Amer-
ica, Peter Norton Symphony Space, 
Cantor Film Center, & IFC Cen-
ter—NYICFF has earned the reputa-
tion as one of the finest film festivals 
for people under 18 by programming 
the best new animation, live action, 
and experimental film from around 
the world. From over 2,200 entries, 
180 films were selected. Programs are 
organized by age group, with screen-
ings available for all ages from tots to 
teens! | 888-468-7619

Saturday, March 10: 10th Annual 
USA Memory Championship, Con 
Edison Auditorium—”Mental Ath-
letes” compete in brain-breaking 
events including the memorization 
of: a string of 1,000 random digits, 
two decks of shuffled cards, 99 names 

& faces, 100 spoken words, and an 
unpublished 50-line poem. In this 
tournament, challengers from around 
the country vie for the title of “USA 
National Memory Champion.” 4 Ir-
ving Place (14th Street); New York, 
NY | 914-633-7377 www.usamemo-
rychampionship.com. 

March 1–15: Housing Works 
Thrift Shops Spring Previews—
We’ve been saving our very best all 
winter long and now’s your chance to 
be among the first to pick through our 
choice housewares, furniture, cloth-
ing, and more. Entry to the events re-
quires a $10 donation. Log on to www.
housingworks.org/thrifts for date and 
times for each preview event at all 
locations in Manhattan and the new 
store in Brooklyn. | 212-645-8111


